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A MESSAGE FROM THE MK OFFICE 
 

Dear MKs and MK Parents: 

High school graduation is just around the corner and all of us at the MK Office would 

like to say congratulations! 

Graduation is a significant milestone. It marks the end of your high school years and on 

a larger scale, it marks the beginning of your transition into independence and 

adulthood. No matter what decisions you make, your life is about to change dramatically. 

You may be feeling overwhelmed by all the decisions to be made, nervous about making 

the transition of leaving the mission field, and even undecided about taking a gap year, 

choosing a career path, going to college or a vocational school, choosing a major, or 

starting in ministry. 

We are here to help! The MK Office was created as a support to missionary families and 

for MKs during all phases of their lives, including making the transition from high school 

to college, a career, and beyond. 

The purpose of this resource is to offer you practical information including opportunities 

and benefits available to you through the MK Office after high school, such as 

Thanksgiving Retreat, working MT/MR, Task Forces, and scholarships. We also want to 

help you with practical information about reentry back into American culture, college 

and career decisions, financial aid, and much more. We have done our best to compile 

this resource with the most current information available. For those questions we do not 

have the expertise to answer, we have tried to point you to the best sources of accurate 

information. 

If you have any questions, we are here for you. You can email us at mkoffice@ismk.org or 

call 417-862-2781, ext. 2040. If you have specific education questions, you can email the 

TCK Education Team at tckieducation@gmail.com We are here to guide help you through 

the next couple of years. Let us know how we can help. 

 

We are praying for you! 

MK Office Staff 
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MY MK CONNECTION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

“Once an MK, always an MK!” 

There are many things to look forward to after graduation from high school. The next few 

pages outline a few benefits to college-aged MKs provided by the MK Office and AGWM. 

Please read this information carefully. 

 

Thanksgiving Retreat 

College and working MKs are invited to the annual MK Thanksgiving Retreat in Winter 

Park, Colorado. This retreat, which goes from the Wednesday before Thanksgiving to the 

Sunday following, is a time to ski, snowboard, or just hang out with old and new MK 

friends. Activities are provided during the afternoons. Sessions in the morning and 

evening provide a spiritual retreat designed to help MKs transitioning in their college 

years and to grow in their relationship with the Lord. 

Thanksgiving Retreat is for MKs who have graduated from high school and who have not 

yet turned 23 (they must still be 22 by the first day of retreat). All MKs, regardless of 

their parents’ current status with AGWM, are invited. 

The retreat is intended to have little or no cost for the MK. All costs for lodging, meals, 

and activities are covered by the MK program. 

Airfare from any U.S. city for the first year of attendance is provided by the MK program. 

Airfare to and from Colorado for an MKs’ second and subsequent years of attending the 

retreat, will be paid from the parents’ (00) account if the account has sufficient funds.* If 

there are insufficient funds in the (00) account, airfare costs will be covered for these 

students by the MK program. If the family is no longer listed as active missionaries at 

the time of the retreat, the MK will be responsible for the cost of airfare, but all other 

retreat expenses will be covered by the MK program. 

*Note to parents: All MK travel is accumulated to taxable income for the parent. Due to 

the tax issue, the cost of the ticket will appear on your (00) statement, but a reimbursement 

from the MK program account will post in the same statement period. 

To attend the retreat, register online at www.ismk.org. Registration for the retreat 

begins August 1 and ends October 1. 
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MK Task Force 

MKs who would like the opportunity to minister overseas, broaden their understanding 

of the mission field, bring perspective to their future role in the Great Commission, and 

serve as models for younger MKs should consider going on an MK task force trip. Most 

often (although not exclusively), Task Force teams go to AGWM Regional and Area 

retreats to minister to younger MKs. 

Task forces are self-funded missions’ trips. Usually team members are asked to raise 

their own airfare plus additional funds to help pay for the event. With Regional Director 

approval, missionaries may be able to pay for some, or all, of a Task Force trip for their 

MK using (00) funds. 

For information on upcoming Task Forces, visit www.ismk.org. Click on the “Adult MKs” 

tab and then select “Task Forces.” Information about upcoming trips, the application to 

work a Task Force, and financial information are all in this section on the website. Feel 

free to contact the MK Office with questions about Task Forces. 

 

Working MT/PFO, MR, and Reentry 

One of the historical strengths of the MT/MR MK program is that veteran MKs teach the 

new MKs. For this reason, veteran MKs are encouraged to apply for a paid position at 

the Missionary Training/Pre-Field Orientation and Missionary Renewal camps each 

summer. Staff positions are available to work with every age group from birth through 

senior high. The employment dates vary slightly from year to year, but usually center 

around the month of June and sometimes into July. Please check www.ismk.org (click on 

“Adult MKs/Summer Program”) for current MT/PFO/MR/Reentry hiring dates. 

All housing and most meals are covered during the time of hire, so MK staff need only 

pay for their meals on free days throughout the program. Compensation for staff 

positions is set in the employment contract. Up to $500 in travel expenses is 

reimbursable (with receipts) for travel expenses to/from Springfield. 

Applications are accepted online at www.ismk.org from January 1 through April 1. 

Hiring decisions are made the week of April 15. Hiring is done on a seniority basis, so 

applicants are asked to indicate their top three choices of programs to work. 
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Return Trip to the Field 

MKs who were raised on the field may return to visit their parents overseas one time, 

paid for out of the MK Travel Fund. The intent of this trip is to allow MK’s closure and a 

chance to say goodbye to that chapter in their life. Here are the criteria for a return trip: 

• The MK must have graduated from high school and be under the age of 23. 

• The MK must be returning to the field where they spent at least part of their 

growing-up years. 

• The MK parent(s) must still be an active, appointed AG missionary currently 

working in that field. 

Approved trips are covered by the MK Travel Fund, which is supported through a 

standard monthly deduction of $10 from every missionary’s account. Expenses for non-

MK spouses are not covered. 

To begin processing an MK Return Trip, missionary parents should contact their Area 

Director for approval. Once the official approvals have been completed, the missionary 

has two options for purchasing airline tickets for their MK. 

1. You may purchase the airline ticket for your MK’s return trip. Claim the expense 

on your next quarterly report and the funds will be transferred back to your 

account from the MK travel account. 

2. Contact your Missionary Services representative. He/she can work directly with 

Adelman Travel and your needs to purchase a ticket in your MK’s name and 

directly bill the MK travel account. * 

 

*Note to parents: All MK travel is accumulated to taxable income for the parent. 

Due to the tax issue, the cost of the ticket will appear on your (00) statement, but a 

reimbursement from the MK travel account will post in the same statement period. 
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REENTRY 
The transition out of high school and into either college or the work force is difficult for 

everyone. Even students raised in the US find themselves facing new challenges and 

undergoing major life changes during this period. But MKs will be facing another 

monumental transition: that of reentering into American culture after leaving their home 

on the field. All of these changes can be overwhelming for students and parents alike. 

AGWM and ISMK are here to help!  

To smooth this transition process, preparation for reentry should begin long before the 

plan leaves the tarmac on its way to America.  Be intentional about preparation. RAFT is 

an acronym for some concrete actions that should be taken prior to departure to help 

smooth transition times. It was developed by David Pollock of Interaction, Inc. By 

intentionally following the RAFT plan, MKs and families can create a “life RAFT” to help 

them navigate a potentially tumultuous transition period. 

 

 

Reconciliation involves taking time to think of any open-

ended relationships MKs might have. For example, if 

they have been arguing with someone, it is vital that 

they resolve the conflict before leaving. Reconciliation is 

important because leaving without resolving issues cause 

the issue to fester, and the lack of closure can be 

emotionally taxing later on. Reconciliation can range 

from just returning marbles that were borrowed to 

resolving an ongoing conflict. 

 

Affirmation involves finding those important people in 

life and letting them know either how much they are 

loved or will be missed. Affirmation is important since 

the MK may not return to the same country or see the 

same person again. 

 

  

R A F T  
Reconciliation 
Affirmation 
Farewells 
• People 

• Places 

• Pets 

Think Destination 
• Expectations 
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Farewells are also very important. Take the time to say farewell to people, to places, to 

things and to traditions.  In addition to verbal farewells, taking pictures of friends, 

places, and pets can also help. Saying goodbye to the family’s favorite restaurant, the 

house workers, the cook at church, friends, vehicles, or school can help bring a sense of 

closure. 

Think Destination. Take time to discuss thoughts and feelings about the new location. 

Gather information about the new destination; school, city, state, etc. Look at photos of 

the school, the dorms, new apartments, etc. The more realistic the expectations, the less 

dissatisfaction you will experience if the expectations aren’t completely met upon arrival. 

 

 

Reentry Video Calls with Bwana Chad 

MK Reentry is one of the most difficult things an MK will go through. The 

MK Office is here to help you through that transition. Every Spring, Bwana 

Chad hosts an online group reentry discussion. These discussions are 

designed to help you finish strong so you can start the next phase of your 

MK life with joy. Please take the time for these calls. They are fun, 

interactive and will help. Contact the MK Office to find out when the next 

Reentry Video Calls are taking place! 

 

 

The information about RAFT is taken from Third Culture Kids: The 

Experience of Growing Up Among Worlds, David C. Pollock & Ruth 

E. Van Reken, 2nd Edition, pg. 181-185. New Candidate missionary 

parents are given this book. We strongly recommend that every MK 

read this book as it will help you work through your MK transitional 

experiences.  
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Additional Reentry Resources 

 

Dollars and Sense for College Students or How Not to Run Out of 

Money by Midterms 

By Ellen Braitman 

Going away to school, everyone gets the same lecture: Only use your credit 

card in an emergency. Well, a 1:00 A.M. pizza is an emergency, right? And 

a new snowboard? After a semester or two of “emergencies,” not to mention 

the phone bill, the meal plan, text-books, car repairs, rent, and spring-

break airline tickets, you may find yourself in a serious mess. 

 

Don’t Pig Out on Junk Food – The MK’s Guide to Survival in the U.S. 

By Alma Daugherty Gordon 

This book offers valuable insights from experienced MKs that will equip 

other MKs to make their cross-cultural entry to the U.S. 

 

 

 

Footsteps Around the World – Relocation Tips for Teens 

By Beverly D. Roman 

Offers domestic and international advice to help teens deal with their 

complex feelings about moving, organize their belongings, prepare for 

college and part-time job interviews, select new schools, tips to make new 

friends, maximize their experience and more. 

 

 

The Global Nomad’s Guide to UNIVERSITY TRANSITION 

By Tina L. Quick 

Written to and for students who have been living outside their “passport” 

countries but are either returning “home” or transitioning on to another 

host country for college/university. It addresses the common issues 

students face when they are making the double transition of not only 

adjusting to a new life stage but to a cultural change as well. 
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How to Stay Christian in College 

By J. Budziszewski 

When students go to college, they’re leaving behind their network of 

support and heading to a world with different perspectives, responsibilities, 

and expectations. This book will guide readers through the maze of campus 

realities. Directly addresses different worldviews and myths that students 

may encounter at college. Will equip students to conquer the dangers that 

lie ahead. 

 

”I Have to be Perfect” (And Other Parsonage Heresies) 

By Timothy L. Sanford, M.A. 

The preacher’s kid’s (and MK’s) manual of the Holy Heresies you may have 

grown up with and how to find your way back to the truth. 

 

 

 

The On My Own Handbook—100 Secrets of Success to Prepare 

Young People for Life 

By Bob Biehl 

Each principle and its application follows the same easy-to-use pattern: 

principle, explanation, life application, questions to think about, action 

point and all the major areas of life. An excellent tool to help teens’ 

transition to adulthood. 

 

Returning Well: Your Guide to Thriving Back “Home” After Serving 

Cross-Culturally 

By Melissa Chaplin 

This resource invites you into a guided conversation with your Creator that 

will reveal and apply invaluable insights as you reflect on your recent 

season of service. You will discover how this season influenced you, how to 

re-integrate well, and what moving forward in faith means for you. 
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The Educational Transitional Experience 

Revised from an article by Dr. Brenda Dickey 

Transition Model 

 

The success of your educational transitional experience depends on family support and 

your individual developmental stage. The stages of transition are described in Dave 

Pollock’s book, Third Culture Kids. As an MK you will go through these stages as you 

face any type of life transition: engagement, leaving, transition, entering, and re-

engagement. These phases are impacted by the stage of your development at the time of 

the transition. (See Transition Model above.) 

Leaving 

Discuss openly with your parents your feelings of sadness about leaving a place that is 

comfortable and “known.” You should also discuss how your close family/friend 

relationships will change during and after the transition. 

Transition and Entering 

Focus on making new friendships as quickly as possible. This can be done by 

intentionally planning a time to play hang out with others and their families or planning 

an event together. It is worth the time and cost involved to say goodbye to known 

relationships and take time to develop new ones. 

Reengagement 

Settle in a routine of school, church, and community. Extracurricular activities are good 

for this time (swimming teams, ball teams, art and music, etc.). This is especially 

important during middle and high school adolescent development years. Having daily 

family routines and time with supportive relationships can encourage smoother 

transitions. Read about other kids who have experienced new transitions. These things 

can help ease the difficulty of transitions and provide opportunity for discussions with 

your family and support team. 
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Reentry Seminars 

MuKappa Reentry Seminars and Interaction Transition Seminars are excellent 

opportunities for MKs to learn skills to help you with the various transitions you will 

encounter as you adjust to the United States upon graduation from high school. 

High school graduate MKs are eligible to participate in MuKappa (a ministry of 

Barnabas International) or Interaction reentry programs prior to your first year of 

college in the United States. The seminar fee and the cost of travel to and from the 

seminar is a one-time only expense and can be paid from the parents’ (00) account and 

will accumulate as taxable income. 

The MK Office recommends that MKs attend both AGWM Missionary Renewal/Reentry 

as well as one of the seminars listed below. ISMK Reentry is designed to help MKs start 

their reentry process. Taking part in either MuKappa or Interaction reentry seminars 

will be especially beneficial for MKs for the following reasons: 

• Reentry after graduation will be the most permanent transition you as an 

MK will make. If an MK wishes to return to missions, it will most likely take a 

minimum of eight years to do so with college, pastoring, and itineration. Therefore, 

MKs need to focus on a long-term adjustment to life in the United States. 

• The U.S. culture is different than it was four years ago. 

• College and work are both new sub-cultures to which MKs will have to adjust. 

• This will most likely be your first transition without your parents. 

During the seminars, MKs are able to do group activities and receive personal counseling 

to treat any individual concerns you may have about the transition. Please note, the 

seminars do fill up on a first come—first serve basis, so if interested, sign up right away. 

 

Barnabas International (MuKappa): 

Barnabas International hosts MuKappa Reentry seminars once a year. This retreat, 

designed for high school graduates, will provide insights, activities and seminars aimed 

at transitioning into life in the United States. Students will have opportunities to connect 

with other missionary/third-culture young adults as well as experienced staff as they 

prepare for the next journey in life. For more information or to register (be sure to verify 

deadlines), visit their website www.barnabas.org. 

Interaction International: 

For almost 30 years Interaction International has been preparing adolescent Third 

Culture Kids through their Transition Seminars. The content is designed to be 

interactive, fun, insightful and if applicable, healing. For more information or to register 

visit, interactionintl.org 
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PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE & BEYOND 
 

Questions to Ask in Preparation for College and Beyond 

• What do I want to do after high school? 

• If college is the best fit for me, what type of school should I attend? (Christian, AG, 

state, community, etc.) 

• Do I have an opportunity to visit or get college information when I’m in the U.S. on 

itineration or vacation? 

• Do I want to enroll in dual-credit or Advanced Placement courses or IB program in 

high school to advance me for college? 

• Have I completed my high school graduation requirements to apply for college? 

• Have I taken the PSAT, SAT, ACT or other testing in preparation for college 

application? 

o Go to: blog.prepscholar.com/complete-official-act-practice-tests-free-links for 

free SAT and ACT practice tests and information links. 

o Official SAT Site: collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat 

o Official ACT Site: www.act.org/ 

• Have I discussed with my parents how we will pay for college? 

• Have I explored and applied for loans, scholarships, grants, etc. (FAFSA, AG 

Scholarships, MK Scholarships, state discounts, etc.) 

• Have I discussed vocational or technical school options with my parents? 

• Have I created a work force plan? 

• Have I discussed with my parents a gap year plan before starting college? How would 

a gap year affect college costs, application timing, and career options? 

• How will I prepare to transition to a U.S. college after living overseas? 

• How will I prepare for living in the U.S., knowing that this transition can affect my 

education? (i.e. driver’s license, acquiring a job, opening a bank account, etc.) 

• Am I adequately prepared for the style of study required in college? (i.e. 2-days of 

classes vs. a week-long schedule, essay style assignments, being responsible to attend 

classes regularly, etc.) 
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Taking a Gap Year 

10 Reasons You Should Take A Gap Year 

By Suzy Strutner Lifestyle Editor, HuffPost 

Original Posting 1/30/2013, Updated May 24, 2016 

www.huffingtonpost.com/2016/05/01/gap-year_n_4325969.html  

 

With the recent news that Malia Obama will take a gap year before her freshman year at 

Harvard, the world will surely watch with anticipation to learn how she will spend the 

365 days between high school and college. 

While it’s not common in the U.S., taking a gap year is considered the norm in some 

countries all over the world, including the United Kingdom and Australia. Many colleges 

and universities in the U.S. not only accept applicants who choose to take gap years, but 

also actively encourage enrolled students to study abroad during their college tenures. 

According to study abroad organization CIEE, Harvard College has seen a 33 percent 

increase in the number of their incoming students taking gap years. 

That might be due, in part, to the school’s acceptance letters. According to U.S. News & 

World Report, acceptance letters from Harvard even suggest that students might want to 

take time off before they enroll. 

Taking a gap year between high school and college can be tremendously beneficial to 

one’s personal growth, whether one decides on enrolling in a structured gap year 

program, spend time volunteering abroad or simply traveling the world. Regardless, 

taking a gap year means that you’re living life to the fullest. Here are 10 reasons why. 

1. You’ll perform better in college. 

Students might worry that college admissions officials or professors will look down on 

them for taking a gap year. This isn’t true: many schools report that gap year students 

have higher GPAs and are more involved on campus, so their attitudes toward gap years 

are far from unfavorable. 

2. You’ll realize what you love before you start studying. 

More often than not, college students commit themselves to one area of study, realize it’s 

not for them, and then swap to a completely different major…often two or three times. 

You’ll cut down on coursework, tuition bills and stress if you take time before college to 

decide how you want to spend your academic experience before you get there. 

3. You’ll get to adventure at your prime. 

When else are you going to be 18 years old with no job, no mortgage payments, no 

significant other, no kids, no homework and no worries? Never. The answer is never. 

4. You’ll know what’s important in life before most people do.  

College is ridiculously fun, but it’s easy to get so caught up that you begin to believe your 

fraternity or friend group is the absolute center of the universe. As such, any small crisis 

might seem like the end of the world. However, if you’ve traveled the wider world in all 

its complexity and glory, you’ll understand there are bigger issues for humanity than a 

failed date night or lost game. 
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5. You’ll be an expert at adapting to new places. 

On a gap year, you’ll be forced to integrate into a new society, a new group of friends, and 

maybe even new languages or cultural norms. College requires similar adaptation skills, 

and you’ll be much more prepared to handle it if you’ve already shifted societies once 

before. 

6. You’ll have something to talk about. 

Skip the same old “Where are you from?” and “What’s your major?” chitchat, and nail the 

“What’d you do this summer?” question with stories from your gap year. You’ll have first-

hand opinions to share about people, places and ideas that your peers might have never 

even heard of. 

7. You’ll have a shinier resume. 

Oftentimes, a gap year involves staying in one spot and soaking up its culture, part of 

which means getting a job. No matter where you work — a sandwich stand in India or 

the embassy in London — you’ll have valuable (international!) experience for your 

resume and can explain your ability to do business with customers from different 

cultures. If you travel on the cheap, you might even have some earnings left to use on 

college tuition. 

8. You’ll pick up the pieces you missed in high school.  

Slept through every Spanish class? Head to Argentina for your gap year, where you’ll be 

forced to speak the language every day. Wish you knew more history? Spend time touring 

government buildings in Europe. A gap year is your time to refine the specific skills you 

feel like you’re lacking and sharpen them up for college. 

9. You’ll have time to think. 

Life feels like it’s unfolding fast right now, and in college, things only move faster. Give 

yourself room to think and breathe and be on long train rides from country to country or 

in days spent strolling through new towns. You’ll be surprised where your mind wanders 

when you give it free rein. 

10. You’ll make new friends. 

How cool would it be to go through life knowing you have a best friend in Italy or a pen 

pal in New Zealand? Their unique perspectives on life will hugely enrich yours as you 

compare all the major events that happen in your 20s and beyond. Plus, you’ll have crazy 

awesome places to visit during college breaks. 
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Vocational Trade School – Entering the Work Force 

What Are the Benefits of Vocational Training? 

By Dr. Kelly S. Meier 

https://www.theclassroom.com/benefits-vocational-training-8014338.html  

 

If you aren’t sure that a university experience is right for you, consider vocational 

training. Focused on developing specific skills in career fields like auto repair, 

cosmetology, welding, medical billing and more, you can earn your degree in two years or 

less. 

Benefits of Vocational Education 

There are many advantages of vocational education. Your classes will focus on the 

knowledge and skills that you need for a particular job, and the time and money that you 

expend is less than a four-year college program. 

One of the benefits of vocational training is that you can jump right into classes that 

speak to your career passions. Unlike a university degree, you won’t have to take general 

education classes that are unrelated to your career field. The reduced seat time for most 

certificates and degrees means that you’ll begin learning new skills right away. 

Gain Practical Experience 

One of the advantages of vocational training is that instructors are often industry 

professionals. The opportunity to learn from someone who works in the field will give you 

deep insight about what it takes to be successful on the job. Most programs include 

externships that will allow you to work in the industry for course credit. You may earn 

an apprenticeship or even a job as a result of this practical experience. 

Get a Flexible Class Schedule 

Vocational training is designed to help nontraditional students go to school while 

juggling a job or family. Flexible class schedules include options for evening, weekend 

and online education. If you are trying to develop new career expertise, you can continue 

to work full time while going to school. 

Enter the Work World Quickly 

One of the advantages of vocational education is that you can complete your vocational 

training in a short period of time. Program times vary, but some training can be 

completed in less time. For example, if you want to be an emergency medical technician, 

you can be ready to work after going to school for one semester. 
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Pursue Specialized Training Programs 

The programs that are offered at vocational or trade schools are unique. Most four-year 

institutions don’t have career-based programs that focus on learning practical skills. 

Here’s a sample list of common programs found in a vocational school. 

• Auto repair 

• Blacksmithing 

• Carpentry 

• Catering and culinary arts 

• Cosmetology 

• Medical billing 

• Massage therapy 

• Paralegal studies 

• EMT and paramedic 

• Pharmacy technician 

• Welding 

• Small engine repair 

Learn in a Smaller Environment 

Smaller class sizes and hands-on instruction are among the benefits of vocational 

education. Since you’re learning practical skills, you can expect individualized attention 

from professors. You’ll also have the opportunity to get to know your peers since you’ll 

move through the vocational program together. 

Spend Less Money 

Vocational training is less expensive than attending a college or university. In 2018, a 

full-time student paid between $5,100 and $5,600 to study full time for a year at a 

community and technical college in Minnesota. A Minnesota state university experience 

was between $7,900 and $8,700 for the same time period. Since vocational training 

programs are two years or less, the total cost is drastically reduced. 

Get a Job that Pays Well 

Most vocational schools publish job placement data to inform prospective students about 

the likelihood of employment following graduation. Job placement for vocational 

graduates is generally high, but it varies by job type. Similarly, industry needs impact 

job availability. The same can be said about starting salaries. 

Here’s a sample list of vocational jobs and the average starting salary as reported by the 

Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2017: 

• Electrician ($54,110) 

• Pharmacy technician ($31,750) 

• Welding ($40,240) 

• Auto repair ($39,550) 

• Paralegal ($50,410) 

• EMT/paramedic ($33,380) 
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College Preparation Timeline 

 

JUNIOR YEAR 

• Attend college days at potential college/university, visit Financial Aid office  

• Review your 4-year plan and coursework, increase challenges if necessary, investigate 

AP classes, GPA ranking, and dual credit options  

• Research scholarship opportunities  

• Visit your school counselor to discuss college/career options  

Summer–October 

• Get a part-time job if possible  

• Self-evaluation: consider your personality, interests, values, abilities, spiritual 

direction  

• Discuss college options with parents/teachers, visit colleges if possible  

• Take the PSAT in October for scholarship monies  

• Begin driver’s ed classes or work part-time job to save money for college  

September–November 

• Begin college search  

• Prepare for SAT or ACT  

• Check admissions requirements of potential colleges; know which test they accept 

(most accept either SAT or ACT)  

• Study SAT/ACT prep material to determine which testing format you prefer  

• Improve weak areas in the PSAT to prepare for the SAT/ACT  

• Register for May or June SAT/ACT  

December 

• Request information/applications from potential colleges  

• Narrow down college preference list  

• Study admissions standards of preferred colleges  

March–May 

• Select difficult courses for your high school senior year  

• Take SAT I, II (if required by college), ACT in Spring  

Summer 

• Visit preferred colleges if possible  

• Prepare resume of accomplishments, activities, work experience, etc.  

• Prepare essay of life-long learning intentions and why these are your goals  
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SENIOR YEAR 

• Continue job 

• Research/apply for all applicable scholarships and turn in by required deadlines  

• Parents: Save income tax information in December, apply for FAFSA on January 1  

• Parents: Should receive SAR report by March, if not, contact FAFSA center  

• Order/send 2nd trimester transcript to send to prospective college(s)  

• Register for any summer classes needed and transfer credits  

September 

• Attend college fairs online or in person  

• Narrow down list of preferred colleges  

• Investigate scholarship opportunities  

• Perfect and update college essays  

• Ask counselor/teachers for recommendation letters, order transcripts  

• Register online for the October and November SAT I and II or ACT  

October 

• Fill out college applications, concentrating on essays. Note deadlines for essays.  

• Turn in all college applications/essays by November 1  

• Request letters of recommendation from teachers and others.  

• Send SAT/ACT test scores to at least four or more preferred colleges  

November 

• Talk about college financing, i.e. work-study, grants, parent plus loans, etc.  

December 

• Complete applications to meet January 1 deadlines. Keep copies of each college 

application.  

January-February 

• Complete and submit college applications to meet February 1 deadlines.  

• Submit FASFA as soon as possible after January 1, but before the June 30 deadline. 

Keep copies of everything submitted to colleges.  

• Continue scholarship searches  

March-April 

• Most colleges notify students of admissions decisions during these months.  

• Make decisions between colleges to which you’ve been accepted—weigh annual cost of 

college and scholarships offered for different colleges  

• Respond by letter to all schools accepting or declining their offer(s)  

May-June 

• Graduate high school  

• Prepare for the transition to college life away from your parents 
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Additional College Preparation Helps 

 

Psychology Today: Excerpted from 8 Tips for High School Graduates 

By Elizabeth Dorrance Hall Ph.D., June 1, 2018 

1. Have fun and try to embrace the uncertainty that goes along with a major life 

transition like going to college. 

2. Be open to making new friends as soon as you step foot on campus. 

3. Hold onto high school friendships—but not too tight. 

4. Don’t be afraid to talk to your professors or teaching assistants. 

5. Lean on your family. 

Click here to read more: https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/conscious-

communication/201806/8-tips-high-school-graduates 

 

Time Inc.: Excerpted from 15 Tips for High School Graduates 

By Ted Spiker, April 30, 2015 

1. Your brain is not your day planner. The life skill you’ll need to master in college is 

prioritization. 

2. To get plugged in, unplug. Maximize your connections through all of your social media 

platforms and digital tools. But for meaningful contacts that will help you develop, 

put down the phone. 

3. Your most valuable currency: ideas. The front end of a project (time spent developing 

an original idea) is as crucial as the back end (time spent executing it). 

4. Syllabus = law. Not all profs will handcuff you when you deviate, but it’s best to 

assume that they will. 

5. Handwritten thank you notes > emails > likes. The new-school communication 

methods are efficient and effective. Old-school ones show that you care enough to do a 

little extra. 

Click here to read more: http://time.com/3842566/15-tips-for-high-school-graduates/ 

 

HuffPost: Excerpted from 15 Graduates Share Their Secrets for Surviving Senior Year of 

High School 

Updated December 6, 2017 

1. It’s not as scary as it all seems.  

2. Don’t be afraid of goodbyes.  

3. Push yourself outside your comfort zone. 

4. You are more than just a number. 

5. Trust your gut. 

Click here to read more: https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/07/25/senior-year-

advice_n_5614397.html  
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FINANCIAL AID 
 

Most missionary families are not able to pay fully for an 

MK’s education. However, there are a lot of resources 

available for financial aid for college students. The 

following information is provided to help you make 

financial decisions regarding college education.  

 

There are four primary sources of financial aid: 

Private Sources 

• Funds awarded through corporations, unions, 

religious or civic groups, etc. 

• There are many organizations who give financial aid 

specifically to the international community. A quick 

search on the internet can lead to many scholarships 

that an MK may be eligible for. 

Colleges/ Universities 

• Some colleges give discounts to MKs. Nearly all Assemblies of God Institutions offer 

some discount to missionary kids, and many other non-AG schools may give discounts 

as well. 

• Academic, athletic, and music scholarships are also available – contact the school to 

learn how to qualify. 

• Work opportunities on campus can be used to fund education. 

• Some schools even offer their own low-interest loans 

State Government 

• Most state aid is available through merit scholarships, grants, or work study. 

• Contact the college’s financial aid office, public libraries, or the state’s department of 

higher education office for more information. 

Federal Government 

The Federal government has several different types of financial aid programs. 

Scholarships & Grants 

• Grants are a type of financial aid that does not have to be repaid. The amount 

of the grant is based on need, cost of attendance, and enrollment status.  

o Pell Grant offers a maximum of $5,500 each year 

o The Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) for 

undergraduate students only: $100 - $4,000 a year possible grant. Pell 

Grant recipients with the lowest expected family contributions (EFCs) 

will be considered first for the FSEOG. 

o The Hope Scholarship and Lifetime Learning Credit are actually tax 

credits rather than scholarships, but they can save tax money each year 

for attending college.  

Although you can no longer order 

hard copies of FAFSA publications, 

printed copies of the FAFSA form 

are still available. If you need a 

print copy of the FAFSA form, call 

1-800-433-3243. 

There are dozens of helpful articles, 

checklists, and resources available 

on the Federal Student Aid 

website. Go to this link for a list of 

downloadable documents, videos, 

and links. 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources 

http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources


 International Society of Missionary Kids ● Revised Spring 2019 ● www.ismk.org 21 

Loans 

• Loans are borrowed money that must be repaid with interest. Parents may also 

borrow to pay education expenses for dependent students.  

o Federal Perkins Loan Program 

▪ Undergraduate students can receive up to $4,000 a year 

▪ Repayment of the loan begins nine months after graduation or 

change of school schedule to part-time student. Some post-

graduation occupations may reduce or cancel the repayment (such 

as teachers in low income areas.) 

o Parent’s Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) 

▪ PLUS loans can be taken out by parents of students 

▪ Repayment begins within 60 days of final loan disbursement for 

the year. 

o Stafford Loan – Used to make up any remaining need for tuition costs 

▪ Government pays the interest while the student is in school full-

time 

▪ Repayment begins six months after graduation 

▪ Both PLUS and Stafford loans can be subsidized (no interest 

charged until repayment begins) or unsubsidized (interest charged 

immediately) 

Student Employment – Federal Work-study Program 

• The Federal Work-Study Program pays an hourly wage for on-campus work 

during the school year to help pay for education expenses. Eligibility is 

determined by financial need. 
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Suggestions from Financial Aid Directors 

 

• Always apply for financial aid. No single factor will eliminate a student from 

receiving financial aid. Even if a student does not qualify for financial aid one year, 

they could qualify for aid and receive it the next year. Apply each year. 

• Apply to several different schools if not settled on one school already. 

• Every school and state has a different deadline. Find out the school’s deadline. 

• Apply early. Most places have limited funds. The bulk of money is given to those who 

apply before the deadline. People who apply after the deadline get what is left over. 

• Search for private aid sources. Try the Chamber of Commerce, library, and home 

church. Some churches give scholarships to graduating seniors, college students, 

students going to Bible colleges, or college students of ministers and missionaries. 

Other private aid sources could be grandparents, friends, relatives, and yourself. 

• For general information about scholarships, contact www.fastweb.com. You should 

never have to pay to apply for a scholarship. 

• Be prepared to work during college. Most financial aid packages assume that a 

student will work during the college year, so apply for on campus work through the 

work study program or look for a job off campus. Most colleges have employment 

services that will help students find a job. 

• Follow up on the application. When the college financial aid office sends 

verification forms or follow-up information forms, fill them out and return them 

quickly. You may need to answer correspondence or forward certain forms to the 

College Scholarship Service. Call or write the college financial aid office asking how 

things are progressing. Do not assume everything is okay.  

• If late, apply anyway. Most colleges accept applications for financial aid until April 

or May of the current school year. A student can complete a FAFSA and apply for a 

loan anytime during the academic year. 

• Ask questions, ask questions, ask questions. When contacting a financial aid 

office, ask what kinds of aids are available. Ask for grants, loans, work study 

programs, supplementary grants, and anything else that might help. 

• Become acquainted with the financial aid advisor at the student’s top schools. 

Once a school is selected, check with the advisor every semester for new scholarships. 
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

 

In order to obtain any type of financial aid from the U.S. Federal government, each 

student must fill out and file the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) form. 

Information and application forms are available online. 

For information, deadlines, applications, FAQs, and much more, go to the 

official government FAFS website 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/ 

The FAFSA is designed to evaluate a family’s financial ability to contribute to the costs of 

the college education. The information you provide on the FAFSA is confidential and is 

sent only to the colleges and scholarship programs you specifically designate. 

You can print and fill out the FAFSA on the Web Worksheet prior to completing 

FAFSA on the Web. This worksheet will help you collect and organize your and 

your parents’ financial information needed for FAFSA on the Web (parent 

information is only required if you are dependent). The FAFSA on the Web 

Worksheet is not the financial aid application, nor is it part of the application. 

It is merely a guide to help you complete FAFSA on the Web, and should not be 

submitted to Federal Student Aid.  

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/help/fafsa-worksheet 

 

It’s important to find out the deadline for your school’s FAFSA forms. Many state and 

college FAFSA deadlines fall in February and March. Find your school’s deadline on its 

website. 

 

Additional information about preparing for college, types of aid available, checklists for 

academic and financial preparation, paying off student loans, and much more is all 

available on the FAFSA website. 
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Donor Options 

For giving money towards MK college expenses 

 

Direct Gift (Annual Gift Tax Exclusion) 

• Donors may give up to $15,000 each year as a gift with no tax benefit to the donor or 

tax liability to the recipient, or gift tax liability. Couples filing jointly may give up to 

$30,000 each year.  

• Donation is made to the individual. 

 

College Scholarship 

• Donors may give money to a college scholarship program if the college has such a 

fund. 

• Donor must release ownership of money and the college determines the recipient. 

• Donor receives tax receipt from the college. 

 

Giving Through a Church 

• Donors may give money to a church’s college scholarship program. This would limit 

the money to those students involved in a sponsored denominational college and 

would be shared among the qualified applicants or awarded based on the policy of the 

church program. If the desired student is the only one in a sponsored college, then 

they might receive the full amount. The church scholarship program governs the 

funds.  

• The donor could receive tax credit, but would lose control of the money 

• Donors can also give through a church/college matching grant program of the college. 
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Scholarships 

Online Scholarship Search Engines 

• Big Future College Board bigfuture.collegeboard.org  

Find colleges, explore careers, pay for college, create your own roadmap 

• College Net www.collegenet.com  

Sign up for an account to vote for, and be eligible to receive, scholarship awards 

• College Scholarship Search www.collegescholarships.com/  

Scholarships for high school, undergraduate, graduate, and international students 

• Fastweb www.fastweb.com/  

Search over 1.5 million in scholarships, search college and financial aid options, etc. 

• Scholarships.com www.scholarships.com/  

Free Search of over 3.7 million college scholarships and grants. Also provides free 

financial aid information. 

 

Additional Scholarship Sites/Application Essay Helps/Career Inventories 

www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-profile.html 

https://agcu.org/stories/scholarship-application/ 

www.christianmissionaryscholarship.org/ 

www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/apply/ 

colleges.ag.org/Scholarships 

www.educationplanner.org/students/career-planning/find-careers/career-clusters.shtml 

www.gallerycollection.com/greeting-cards-scholarship.htm 

www.goodcall.com/scholarships/ 

liberty.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dnT3ImqTlK6kLS5 

www.princetonreview.com/quiz/career-quiz 

www.ronbrown.org/ 

www.striveforstudents.com/scholarships.html 

www.studentconnections.org 

telioslaw.com/scholarships 

www.truity.com/test/holland-code-career-test 

www.truman.gov/ 

www.salliemae.com/student-loans/ 
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MK Scholarships 

The MK Program, AGWM Regional Offices, and other ministry partners are privileged to 

provide five scholarship opportunities annually for AGWM Missionary Kids (MKs) who 

have served on the field a minimum of four years. The standard scholarship amount is 

$1,000 (amounts may be supplemented based on funds available). 

The application is available annually on www.ismk.org. The application is active 

January 1 through May 1. Only one application per year is necessary; once applied for, 

MK applicants will be considered for every scholarship available (see specific application 

eligibility/requirements under each scholarship description below). MKs may reapply 

annually with the same or a new essay. MK applicants are eligible to receive a maximum 

of one scholarship per year from ISMK. 

 

Steps to Apply for All Scholarships:  
(see specific application eligibility/requirements under each scholarship description below) 

1. Fill out an MK Scholarship application form, available through the ISMK Office or 

online at https://ismk.org/mks/scholarships/mk-scholarship-application/. 

2. Write an essay of no more than five pages on the topic “How growing up as an MK 

influenced my career choice.” 

3. Fill out the online scholarship application, attach your essay and/or project, and 

submit. All completed applications and essays/projects must be received prior to 

May 1. 

4. Essays will be reviewed by the ISMK Advisory Committee. The identities of the MK 

applicants will be withheld from committee members. 

5. Essays will be rated on a point system. The essays receiving the highest points for 

each scholarship category will be awarded the scholarships. 

6. Winning scholarship funds will be distributed the first week of August. 

 

Essay Criteria: 

• Clarity of thought 

• Understanding of how your MK identity or culture influenced your career decision 

• Ability to communicate clearly how the past is influencing your future 

• Clear thesis 

• Use of correct spelling and grammar 
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MK Regional Scholarship 

The MK Regional Scholarship was created through donations from the AGWM Regional 

Offices. Each Regional Office has a desire to invest in MKs from their region. One MK 

applicant from each region will be awarded a scholarship. To be eligible for the Regional 

Scholarship the MK applicant’s parents must be current AGWM missionaries in that 

region. 

MK General Scholarship 

The MK General Scholarship was created through donations by churches and 

individuals. There are no unique requirements to be eligible for the MK General 

Scholarship as long as you have served on the field a minimum of four years. Special 

thanks to Brother John Bueno and Randy Hurst for their work in making this 

scholarship available. We are continuing to raise funds for this scholarship. 

MK Memorial Scholarship 

The MK Memorial Scholarship is for MK applicants who are studying with a major in 

public service including: military, law enforcement, humanitarian, public service, social 

work, education, counseling, or a similar field of study. Any AGWM MK may apply who 

has lived overseas a minimum of four years and is pursuing one of the majors listed 

above. This scholarship has been made possible through contributions to the J.J. Smeya 

and Phil Billings Memorial fund. 

Phil and J.J. were both highly involved in ministry to MKs. They volunteered on MK Task 

Forces and ministered during the summer MK programs. Their involvement enriched 

many lives. It is in memory of these two outstanding MKs that we are able to offer this 

scholarship. We continue to raise funds to have this scholarship fully endowed. 

Southeastern University (SEU) Alumni MK Scholarship 

The SEU Alumni MK Scholarship is made possible through anonymous donations from 

MK alumni graduates of Southeastern University. To be eligible for this scholarship, the 

MK applicant must be enrolled as a full-time student at SEU for the upcoming school 

year. 

MK Alumni Scholarship for Creative Arts 

The MK Scholarship for Creative Arts is made possible by donations from Prodigy Pixel, 

a web and print design studio founded by MKs in 2003. To be eligible for this scholarship, 

the MK applicant must be majoring in Graphic Design, Mass Media (Film), or Electronic 

Arts. 

To apply for this scholarship, the MK applicant must submit the MK Scholarship 

Application, essay, and an additional project showing his/her creative art related to one 

of the majors listed above. Submit the project with a brief description about the project 

and applicant’s major by PDF file or a link to view the project to BSkipper@ag.org. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
Cost of Attendance (COA) 

(Also known as the cost of education or “budget”) The total amount it should cost the 

student to go to school, including tuition and fees, room and board, allowances for books 

and supplies, transportation, and personal and incidental expenses. Loan fees, if 

applicable, may also be included in the COA. Child care and expenses for disabilities may 

also be included at the discretion of the financial aid administrator. Schools establish 

different standard budget amounts for students living on-campus and off-campus, 

married and unmarried students and in-state and out-of-state students. 

Dependent 

For a child or other person to be considered your dependent, they must live with you and 

you must provide them with more than half of their support. Spouses do not count as 

dependents in the Federal Methodology. You and your spouse cannot both claim the 

same child as a dependent. 

Endowment 

Funds owned by an institution and invested to produce income to support the operation 

of the institution. Many educational institutions use a portion of their endowment 

income for financial aid. A school with a larger ratio of endowment per student is more 

likely to give larger financial aid packages.  

Enrollment Status 

An indication of whether you are a full-time or part-time student. Generally, you must be 

enrolled at least half-time (and in some cases full-time) to qualify for financial aid.  

Entitlement 

Entitlement programs award funds to all qualified applicants. The Pell Grant is an 

example of such a program. 

Estimated Family Contributions (EFCs) 

The amount of money that the family is expected to be able to contribute to the student’s 

education, as determined by the Federal Methodology need analysis formula approved by 

Congress. The EFC includes the parent contribution and the student contribution, and 

depends on the student’s dependency status, family size, number of family members in 

school, taxable and nontaxable income and assets. The difference between the COA and 

the EFC is the student’s financial need, and is used in determining the student’s 

eligibility for need-based financial aid. If you have unusual financial circumstances (such 

as high medical expenses, loss of employment or death of a parent) that may affect your 

ability to pay for your education, tell your financial aid administrator (FAA). He or she 

can adjust the COA or EFC to compensate.  

Financial Aid 

Money provided to the student and the family to help them pay for the student’s 

education or which is conditioned on the student’s attendance at an educational 

institution. Major forms of financial aid include gift aid (grants and scholarships) and 

self-help aid (loans and work). 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) 

An average of a student’s grades, converted to a 4.0 scale (4.0 is an A, 3.0 is a B, and 2.0 

is a C). Some schools use a 5.0 scale for the GPA. 

Graduate Student 

A student who is enrolled in a Masters or PhD program. 

Grant 

A type of financial aid based on financial need that the student does not have to repay.  

Gross Income 

Income before taxes, deductions and allowances have been subtracted.  

Half-Time 

Most financial aid programs require that the student be enrolled at least half-time to be 

eligible for aid. Some programs require the student to be enrolled full-time. 

In-State Student 

A student who has met the legal residency requirements for the state, and is eligible for 

reduced in-state student tuition at public colleges and universities in the state. 

Independent 

An independent student is at least 24 years old as of January 1 of the academic year, is 

married, is a graduate or professional student, has a legal dependent other than a 

spouse, is a veteran of the US Armed Forces, or is an orphan or ward of the court (or was 

a ward of the court until age 18). A parent refusing to provide support for their child’s 

education is not sufficient for the child to be declared independent. (See also Dependent.) 

Institutional Methodology (IM) 

If a college or university uses its own formula to determine financial need for allocation 

of the school’s own financial aid funds, the formula is referred to as the Institutional 

Methodology. 

Merit-based 

Financial aid that is merit-based depends on your academic, artistic or athletic merit or 

some other criteria, and does not depend on the existence of financial need. Merit-based 

awards use your grades, test scores, hobbies and special talents to determine your 

eligibility for scholarships. 

Need 

The difference between the COA and the EFC is the student’s financial need -- the gap 

between the cost of attending the school and the student’s resources. The financial aid 

package is based on the amount of financial need. The process of determining a student’s 

need is known as need analysis.  

Cost of Attendance (COA) 

— Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

= Financial Need 

Net Income 

This is income after taxes, deductions and allowances have been subtracted. 
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Out-of-Pocket Cost 

Out-of-Pocket cost is the difference between the cost of attendance and just the grants 

and scholarships and other gift aid in the need-based financial aid package. It reflects 

the bottom line cost to the family, the amount the family will need to pay out of current 

and future resources, such as savings, income and loans. See Net Cost for a related 

definition. While net cost does not vary by much from college to college, out-of-pocket cost 

can vary significantly, based on how much of need is met with grants instead of loans. 

Some of the elite non-profit colleges that have adopted no loans financial aid policies 

have lower out-of-pocket costs than many public colleges. Generally, families should 

evaluate college financial aid award letters using out-of-pocket cost, not net cost. 

Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) 

Federal loans available to parents of dependent undergraduate students to help finance 

the child’s education. Parents may borrow up to the full cost of their children’s education, 

less the amount of any other financial aid received. PLUS Loans may be used to pay the 

EFC. There is a minimal credit check required for the PLUS loan, so a good credit history 

is required. Check with your local bank to see if they participate in the PLUS loan 

program. If your application for a PLUS loan is turned down, your child may be eligible 

to borrow additional money under the Unsubsidized Stafford Loan program. 

Pell Grant 

A federal grant that provides funds of up to $5,550 (2010-11) based on the student’s 

financial need. 

Reaching School 

A school that the student would love to attend, but which isn’t “guaranteed” to admit 

you. Every student should apply to at least one reaching school. 

Safety School 

A school that will almost certainly admit the student. The college admissions process is 

not predictable. Even “sure admits” are sometimes rejected. Some students are admitted 

to all the schools to which they apply; others are rejected by all the schools. To protect 

yourself against the latter scenario, you should apply to at least one safety school. 

Scholarship 

A form of financial aid given to undergraduate students to help pay for their education. 

Most scholarships are restricted to paying all or part of tuition expenses, though some 

scholarships also cover room and board. Scholarships are a form of gift aid and do not 

have to be repaid. Many scholarships are restricted to students in specific courses of 

study or with academic, athletic or artistic talent. 

Selective Service 

Registration for the military draft. Male students who are US citizens and have reached 

the age of 18 and were born after December 31, 1959 must be registered with Selective 

Service to be eligible for federal financial aid. If the student did not register and is past 

the age of doing so (18-25), and the school determines that the failure to register was 

knowing and willful, the student is ineligible for all federal student financial aid 

programs. The school’s decision as to whether the failure to register was willful is not 

subject to appeal. Students needing help resolving problems concerning their Selective 

Service registration should call 1-847-688-6888.  
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Student Aid Report (SAR) 

Report that summarizes the information included in the FAFSA and must be provided to 

your school’s FAO. The SAR will also indicate the amount of Pell Grant eligibility, if any, 

and the Expected Family Contribution (EFC). You should receive a copy of your SAR four 

to six weeks after you file your FAFSA. Review your SAR and correct any errors on part 

2 of the SAR. Keep a photocopy of the SAR for your records. 

Student Contribution 

The amount of money the federal government expects the student to contribute to his or 

her education and is included as part of the EFC. The SC depends on the student’s 

income and assets, but can vary from school to school. Usually a student is expected to 

contribute about 20% of his or her savings and approximately one-half of his summer 

earnings above $3,000. 

Subsidized Loan 

With a subsidized loan, such as the Perkins Loan or the Subsidized Stafford Loan, the 

government pays the interest on the loan while the student is in school, during the six-

month grace period and during any deferment periods. Subsidized loans are awarded 

based on financial need and may not be used to finance the family contribution. See 

Stafford Loans for information about subsidized Stafford Loans. See also Unsubsidized 

Loan. 

Undergraduate Student 

A student who is enrolled in an Associate’s Degree or Bachelor’s degree program. 

Unsubsidized Loan 

A loan for which the government does not pay the interest. The borrower is responsible 

for the interest on an unsubsidized loan from the date the loan is disbursed, even while 

the student is still in school. Students may avoid paying the interest while they are in 

school by capitalizing the interest, which increases the loan amount. Unsubsidized loans 

are not based on financial need and may be used to finance the family contribution. See 

Stafford Loans for information about unsubsidized Stafford Loans. See also Subsidized 

Loan. 

W2 Form 

The form listing an employee’s wages and tax withheld. Employers are required by the 

IRS to issue a W2 form for each employee before February 28. 

 

  

http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/
http://www.ismk.org/


 International Society of Missionary Kids ● Revised Spring 2019 ● www.ismk.org 32 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

ACT www.act.org/ 

Information on the ACT test, registration, test prep, scores, etc.  

Affordable Colleges Online https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/ 

AG Colleges/Universities http://colleges.ag.org/  

Links to all AG colleges. Request a free college guide, answer questions about why a 

student should attend an AG school, and more. Most AG colleges/universities offer 

discounts or grants for AGWM MKs. Check with individual schools for the 

discounts/grants offered. 

College Degrees Online https://www.onlineschools.org/ 

Newsweek Education www.newsweek.com/education 

Current articles, links, and resources on education topics from around the world.  

The Princeton Review www.princetonreview.com 

For more than 35 years, students and their families have trusted The Princeton Review 

to help them get into their dream schools. Goal is to provide personalized, innovative, 

best-in-class private tutoring, test prep, and admission products and services to help 

students knock down barriers and achieve their academic goals. 

SAT College Board sat.collegeboard.com 

Provides information about locations and registration for the SAT. Also provides test 

taking tips and other resources regarding the SAT. 

U.S. News & World Report https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings  

U.S. News provides nearly 50 different types of numerical rankings and lists to help 

students narrow their college search. From National Universities and Liberal Arts 

Colleges to A-Plus Schools for B Students, find the right one for you. 
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